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SUBJECT : CHINESE AMBASSADOR REQUESTS US INCREASE 
ASSISTANCE TO GUINEA 

1. DURING FAREWELL COURTESY CALL ON ME JUNE 15, CHINESE 
AMBASSADOR HAN KE-HUA DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE TIME TO AN APPEAL 
THAT THE USG INCREASE ITS FOOD ASSISTANCE TO GUINEA. HE 
NOTED THAT OVER THE YEARS WHILE GUINEA'S FOOD NEEDS HAD 
INCREASED, AMOUNT OF GRAIN SUPPLIED BY US HAD DECREASED. 

HE EMPHASIZED GUINEA NEEDED TO DEVELOP ECONOMIC INDEPEN- 
DENCE AND PARTICULARLY TO BE ABLE TO SATISY ITS FOOD 
NEEDS IN ORDER TO PURSUE ITS DESIRED INDEPENDENT POLICY 
AND TO BE ABLE TO BREAK LOOSE FROM SOVIET GRIP. HAN 
SAID THAT GIVEN DEMANDS ON CHINESE FOOD SUPPLIES, IT 
WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO INCREASE ASSISTANCE TO GUINEA AL- 
THOUGH IT WOULD CONTINUE TO PROVIDE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CONAKR 00901 171435Z 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


2. 1 REPLIED THAT GIVEN THE INCREASING WORLD DEMAND FOR 
US LIMITED FOOD SUPPLIES, THERE SEEMED LITTLE LIKELIHOOD 
THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE SUPPLY GUINEA TO PREVIOUS EXTENT. 
HOWEVER, WE DID HOPE TO DISCUSS WITH GUINEANS WAYS IN 
WHICH WE MIGHT HELP THEM INCREASE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. 

3. AMBASSADOR HAN WELCOMED NEWS OF POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE 
TO INCREASE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. HE REMARKED, HOWEVER, 
THAT THIS WAS A LONG-TERM UNDERTAKING. HE SUGGESTED 
THAT EVEN WITH GOOD LUCK AND THE BEST OF CONDITIONS, IT 
WOULD TAKE SOME FIVE TO SEVEN YEARS FOR GUINEA TO ACHIEVE 
SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN FOOD. MEANWHILE, THERE WOULD BE 
CONTINUING NEED FOR GUINEA TO IMPORT FOOD MUCH OF WHICH 
IT WOULD BE UNABLE TO PAY FOR WITH HARD CURRENCY DURING 
THE NEXT FEW YEARS. HE HOPED US WOULD BE AS GENEROUS 
AS IT COULD DURING THIS PERIOD. 

TODMAN 
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